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SUBJECT: NARCOTICS - USE OF DYE TO MARK SPRAYED MARIJUANA 

REF: 77 STATE 116616 

1. EMBASSY HAS REPORTED PROGRESS OP DYE TESTS IN WEEKLY 
ERADICATION REPORTS. CONTRACTOR LORD, WORKING WITH 
MEXICAN OPPICIALS, HAS NOW COMPLETED TESTS WHICH INDICATE 
THAT THE RED DYE "RHODAMINE-B" DOES PRODUCE VISIBLE MARKS 
ON MARIJUANA WHEN USED IN PAIRLY HIGH CONCENTRATIONS. IT 

IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT GREATLY REDUCED CONCENTRATIONS WOULD 
BE DETECTABLE UNDER ULTRA-VIOLET LIGHT OP TYPE COMMONLY 
AVAILABLE IN THE UNITED STATES AND WIDELY USED IN DISCO- 
TEQUES. 

2. DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT SOME TIME AGO IT INFORMED 
THE EMBASSY (REFTEL) THAT RHODAMINE-B IS NON-TOXIC, NON- 
CORROSIVE, AND USED EXTENSIVELY BY ENVIRONMENTAL SCIEN- 
TISTS IN STUDIES OP DRINKING WATER SUPPLIES. ONLY UN- 
CERTAINTIES IN REPTEL CONCERNED POSSIBLE EFPECTS ON 2-4-D 
(NOT AN ISSUE IN THIS CASE SINCE IT WOULD BE USED WITH 
PARAQUAT AND PIELD TESTS HAVE SHOWN NO ADVERSE EPPECT), 
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AND ADVERSE EPPECT ON MULTISPECTRAL PHOTOGRAPHY SYSTEM 
(MOPSS) WHICH HAS SINCE BEEN DISCONTINUED. EMBASSY HAS 
SINCE BEEN INPORMED BY THE MANUPACTURER (DUPONT) THAT 
PRODUCT IS WIDELY USED IN UNITED STATES AS A DYE AND HAS 
EPA APPROVAL FOR THAT PURPOSE. 

3. IN VIEW OF ABOVE, EMBASSY PROPOSES TO SEND ATTORNEY 
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GENERAL ELORES A LETTER NOTING THAT EIELD TESTS HAVE BEEN 
COMPLETED AND HIGHLIGHTING ADVANTAGES OE USING A DYE 
(VISIBLE AID TO SPRAY PILOT; COULD DISCOURAGE FARMERS FROM 
HARVESTING SPRAYED EIELDS AS DYE WOULD BE VISIBLE ON 
PERSON AND CLOTHING; ASSISTANCE TO LAW ENEORCEMENT PERSON- 
NEL IN IDENTIFYING THOSE INDIVIDUALS HANDLING MARIJUANA; 
IDENTIEIES MARIJUANA AS SPRAYED FOR POSSIBLE PURCHASERS 
AND USERS; WOULD SERVE AS AID IN LOCATING INTERNAL HELI- 
COPTER PARTS DAMAGED BY HERBICIDE). LETTER WOULD OEEER 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN PRATICAL ASPECTS OE USING DYE 
ON MARIJUANA AND NOTE THAT EXPENDITURES INCURRED BY GOM 
IN PURCHASING DYE COULD BE REIMBURSED UNDER PROVISIONS 
OP FIELD SUPPORT EUND AGREEMENT. 

4. SINCE SUCH A LETTER COULD BE READ AS AN ENDORSEMENT 
OP ADDING RHODAMINE-B TO HERBICIDE SPRAYED ON MARIJUANA, 
EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT CONCURRENCE BEPORE 
PROCEEDING. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT DEPARTMENT ADVISE ASAP IP IT 
CONCURS IN LETTER ALONG LINES SUGGESTED IN PARA THREE 
ABOVE. THOMPSON 
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